




May 10, 1950: NSF Organic Act (https://www.nsf.gov/about/history/legislation.pdf)



develop and encourage the pursuit of a national policy 
basic research and education in the sciences

initiate and support basic scientific research 

scholarships and graduate fellowships 



interchange of scientific information among scientists 
in the United States and foreign countries

strengthen basic research and education in 
the sciences, including independent research by individuals, 
throughout the United States, including its Territories and 
possessions, and to avoid undue concentration of such research 
and education
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